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This is my personal testimony 
in the hopes that someone 
else in the clutches of sin 
might be set free as I was and 
begin to experience a life 
changed by the grace of God.

There was a movement that 
began in the late 60's and 
early 70's called the Jesus 
movement among the young 
hippies and ne'er-do-wells. A 
v e r y  s i m i l a r  m o v e m e n t 
occurred in the Lloydminster 
area which is where I lived. 
M a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e 
responded to the message of 

God's great love, mercy and forgiveness. I was one of those 
thanks be to God. I need you to understand two things, first 
this testimony is fifty years young this very year (2023) and 
this is God's testimony as well as mine. Eph 2:8 For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: Eph 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.

Here then is a brief listing of the things that miraculously 
occurred during my introduction to Jesus who then became 
my Lord and Saviour. These things all happened in a short 
period of time - a few weeks. Let me assure you before I 
begin that I don't believe that I was a hard- core drug addict 
or an out-of-control alcoholic. However, I drank pretty 
much every day for a few years and not just one or two beers 
a day. I used a variety of drugs mainly pot and hash as often 
as we could find some which was very regularly. While 
those were the main stays, I also used acid, speed MDA and 
heroin(once).

I must tell you that I was not searching for God, no one was 
witnessing to me. I found out later that my Mom and Dad 

and other people were praying for me unknown to me at the 
time. In fact, I found out later that the very weekend that I 
had been speed tripping was the weekend that my mom 
laid me at the foot of the cross saying that they did not know 
what else to do.

It was early the next week that I ended up at home. Jesus 
revealed himself to me in Mom's kitchen when I had 
basically come home to tell them that I was leaving town 
and going to I don't know where. He literally and physically 
began a change in me that continues on to this day. Almost 
instantly I lost my desire to do drugs, something I really 
enjoyed. Before I left that kitchen that night the desire, I had 
to continue in the drug culture and lifestyle was gone. I had 
Iost any desire to continue in using drugs. Again, I did not 
have anyone telling me I should quit. I went back to the 
place I was living at and a group of friends were standing 
around the stove toking hash. They offered me some but 
like I said had lost the desire. Just then a friend who owed 
me a favour came in with half sack of beer, my favourite 
drink. I quickly opened one and began to drink and join in 
the party. I couldn't finish the beer, it was extremely 
uncomfortable, I can best describe it as if I was drinking 
razor blades.

Again, let me state no one had told me that I should quit 
drinking and I literally knew nothing about Christianity or a 
personal relationship with Jesus, nothing. A few weeks later 
I ran out of cigarettes at work and never got around to 
buying another pack. I had been smoking since I was 
thirteen and now was twenty and had tried unsuccessfully a 
few times to quit. God completely took that addiction away. 
I had zero withdrawal from any of those substances' 
alcohol, drugs or cigarettes. Again, at this early point in my 
Christian experience nobody was telling me that I needed 
to quit any or all of those substances. God literally took the 
need or desire for any of those things.
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First, I will give you my usual weather report here in Southern 
Alberta. We had close to normal snowfall in March. It was often 
accompanied by terrible south east winds that tend to blow 
through you and not around you. Not good for any baby claves 
who were just born. April hasn't had much snow yet. There are a 
lot of baby calves out in the fields either running, laying in the sun 
or having a snack from momma. I have seen a few trees starting to 
bud out which is probably not good as we will have more frost yet. 
The frogs are awake now and croaking at night. Such a peaceful 
sound.

We had Cowboy Church at the Canadian Finals 
Rodeo again after two years without it due to the 
coved regulations. We contacted the people at the 
Westerner early in the year and they said, yes, we 
could do it and they would provide a space 
somewhere. Later on, they asked how much we 
would charge to do Cowboy Church; we told 
them it was free. They were so happy to have us 

there they gave us a booth in the Trade Fair Building. Kevin and 
Mary Rowland made a beautiful booth 
with rails, steer heads and lots of other 
stuff, real western; they also manned the 
booth for the week with help from several 
other people. We did the Cowboy Church 
in the same building on a stage they had 
set up complete with a sound man. It was a 
really good week even though the weather was bad and the roads 
were horrible.

It looks like the Saskatchewan Chapter of this Fellowship of 
Christian Cowboys have disbanded. I am very sorry to report this 
because they had a very vibrant bunch going for over forty years. I 
know there is a lot of people in that province who will be reading 
this so here is what I will ask you to do. Is there someone who 
would like to see this organization have a chapter in 
Saskatchewan again? If the answer is yes, please contact me or 
any of the board members in Alberta, (the list is in this magazine) 
and we will be glad to help you.

Another thing is Saskatchewan had a booth at the Agribition ever 
since they started. We in Alberta and Manitoba would like to get a 
booth again at the Agribition 2023, and we will be applying soon. 
We are prepared to pay for it, and also to man it, but it would be 
great to have some help from Saskatchewan people. If you could 
spend a day or even a few hours, we would really appreciate it. All 
you have to do is talk to people when they stop. You don't have to 
sell anything because everything we have is free, so just answer 
their questions and be friendly. Who knows you might lead 

someone to Jesus.In the past the booth was always busy. 
Agribition let us set up just inside one of the entrance doors so lots 
of people walked by. We always had the coffee pot on so people 
liked to stop and sit down and have a coffee after walking through 
the trade fair. We saw many miracles as the Lord moved on 
people when they were prayed for. Trish Manske cooked supper 
for the crew for quite a few years, and then the Security guards 
who looked after the doors came and ate also. The rodeo 
committee asked us if we would take the names of the kids who 
wanted to ride in the sheep riding that night so we were busy all 
day taking names to put in a box, just before the rodeo started, we 
would draw a certain number of names from the box and those 
kids got to ride, while the others left disappointed. We had a real 
traffic jam around our booth as kids and parents waited to see if 
their name got drawn.

I will tell one story that has stayed with me all these years. There 
was a very young man who one of our guys met in the cattle barns. 
I think he was homeless and didn't have a job but he came to the 
barns and shoveled manure to get a few dollars from the owners 
of the cattle. He was invited to come to our booth just as we were 
going for lunch. So, we asked him to come along, he said no he 
wasn't hungry but actually he was starving, we took him with us 
and fed him for a few days. Well, he got born again and developed 
a hunger for the Bible. It changed his life. He got a job and a place 
to stay. The last few years of his life he put on a clown suit 
entertaining kids at parties and gatherings and telling them the 
gospel stories. He contacted some strange disease and died at a 
very young age. I saw him in the hospital in Regina just before he 
died and he was looking forward to meeting Jesus.

We held our Fellowship of the Christian Cowboys Annual meeting 
on March 11th and 12th at Ponderosa City close to Alder Flats. 
Alberta. We had our business meeting and election of officers – 
our board stayed the same with the addition of one new member. 
We welcome Billy Dittman as a director. A wonderful roast beef 
supper was prepared by Kevin Rowland 
and his family with about one-hundred 
people in attendance. Praise the Lord!!!! 
After supper we had a great message 
delivered by Pastor Doug Webb. The 
evening ended with music and fellowship. 
Sunday started with breakfast at 9:00 
followed by Cowboy Church, music, 
healing, prayer and fellowship. Next years 
AGM is slated for the first weekend in 
March 2024 at Ponderosa City – we will keep you informed.

Hi Folks.
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God’s Blessings on You All
John FitzHerbert
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The Benefits
of Giving THANK GOD FOR THE GIFT OF POWER

HE HAS GIVEN US.

By John FitzHerbert
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Down on the Farm
As I write this the sun is shinning and a beau�ful day for baby calves to be born. Just one the miracles from 
the Lord that makes me so grateful for his sixth day of crea�on!!

We had a cow cast herself about a month ago. She had been struggling on the ground to get up all night 
long. In the morning when we saw her it took the three of us about forty-five minutes to get her up and on 
her feet and going again. She was weak but fine. On April Fools Day she wandered off by herself and was 
trying to have her calf. We got her in the corral as Neil was worried that from all the stress, she went 
through the calf would likely be dead. Neil put his hand in just about up to his shoulders – “Oh, it's upside 
down! – Oh, it's alive! – Oh, there is one more! – Oh, it's backwards! – Oh, think we need a vet! – No �me 
to wait for a vet - Oh Lord please guide me!” Well, it was like fishing in a bowl of spaghe� to get the legs 
and heads matched up and the first one turned the right direc�on. Chains on – pull - a live heifer – back in 
– next one had party turned – chains on – pull - another live heifer. When we let momma out with her 
babies she mooed to Neil as if to say thankyou. I named them April and Fool and they are doing just great. 
Mark 12 30 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, sole, mind and body and strength.” Thank you, Lord, for 
guiding Neil's hands, guiding his mind and giving him the strength to believe so strongly in you.

When we feed cows in the winter, I am the truck driver. Go�a say I'm ge�ng pre�y good at backing up and 
loading those big round bales. Always a thrill for me when I get the bale picker smack dab in the middle of 
a bale! Neil's job is to take off the string or net wrap when we unload. While he is doing that my job is to 
keep the cows from wreaking havoc. Our cows are very quiet but can get pushy so I have a broom s�ck to 
remind them not to be. The cows were being very quiet one day so I started scratching the back of one 
with the broom s�ck. She backed off and walked away. I con�nued to scratch her back with that broom 
s�ck every chance I had. A�er a couple of weeks, she began to just stand and enjoy the scratch. Now when 
she sees me with the s�ck she comes to be scratched. PTL

You know people are the same. We cannot push them into learning about the 
Lord or wan�ng to be saved. It takes �me a pa�ence and teaching. You know 
the old saying “If it walks like a duck, and talks like a duck, it's a duck.” I believe 
we as Chris�ans are the ducks and we can lead by example and therefore lead 
people to Jesus. People no�ce your peace, your kindness, your giving and your 
happiness. Most people want that too. Give them �me and space to process 
what Christ is all about. Invite them into your way of life. Psalm 25 2 “Show me 
your ways Oh Lord, teach me your path and guide me with your truth and teach 
me for you are God my saviour and my hope is with you all the day
long.”

Love, Light and Laughter 
Debbie Graham

FCC Booth at Canadian Final 
Rodeo – Red Deer – Nov 22

Chinook Country Corner
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